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Aud now, B rethren, T commend 


build you up, and to give you 
an Inheritance among all them 
which are ſanctiſied. 


1 Heart's Deſire (my good Friends) 
11 N and Prayer for you all, is, that you 


— 


l I have fo long ſerv'd you with Plea- 
ure, and the uniform Courſe of your 
Reſpect and Affection for ten Years together, 


earneſtly to wiſh your Welfare. 

I have choſen to expreſs this at parting in 
the Language of the Text. And let it not 
kem . that I borrow the Words of a 
rery great Apoſtle; when they contain no 
more than the Duty and Deſire of erer faith- 
1 ful 


5 NIE 
i 


you to Gd, and to the Word 
of hus Grace, which 1s able to 


* 2 may be ſaved. ThisStation, i in which 


ay me under peculiar Obligations always and 
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ful Miniſter, for ſuch to whom he has ſpoken 
the Word of the Lord. They were deliyer{ 
upon occaſion of a far more ſolemn Parti 
than we have in proſpect, when St. Paul could 

_ poſitively aſſure his Epheſian Friends, that }; 
Ver. 25- knew they ſhould ſee his Face no more. But while 
Miniſters are in the fulleſt Exerciſe of their 

Work among a People, they will, they muſt 

daily commend them to a higher Care and Con- 

duct than their own, if they would hope for 

Succels ; and therefore will ſee reaſon to do ſo 

with greater Solemnity, when a Period is put 

to their ſtated Service in a Place. This is moſt 
Ver. 17,8. directly the Apoſtle's Farewel to the Elders or 
Biſhops of the Church of Epheſus. But without 
doubr the People were concern'd in many parts 
of his Diſcourſe as much as their Minihers 
and 'tis very probable were preſent upon the 
Occaſion. There is nothing in the Text, which 
does not as properly concern Chriſtians in com- 
mon, all that were of that religious Society, 
and deſign'd for a Place in the General Aſſembly 
of the Church of the Firſt-born above. And the 
Verſe immediately preceding the Text plainly 
comprehends the whole Body of- Chriſtians at 
Epheſus; for the Apoſtle calls them to remem- 
ber, that for the ſpace of three Tears he ceaſed nit 
to warn every one night and day with Tears. 
There are two Things which I would ob- 
ſerve in the Words, and diſcourſe of, before | 
make the particular Application to you, my 
Friends, which I intend. 


L 
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L St. Paul's affectionate Deſires for thoſe, 
wong whom he had preached the Ning dom of God. 
They are compriz d in the latter part of the 
al that they might be built up, and have 
Inheritance given them among all thoſe which 
ng kan, or in other words, that they 
night flouriſh in Grace here, and arrive ſafe in 
even at laſt. His Love to their Souls would 
ot allow his Wiſhes for them to ſtop ſhort of 
teſe ineſtimable Benefits. If he had known 
y thing better to deſire for them, he would 
ave mention'd that. But he knew, that there 
s nothing neceſſary to their beſt Intereſts, 
ich was not either ſuppos'd or included in 
hele, 21 55 
Il. The Courſe he takes, when he was leay- 
g them, as the moſt likely Means for accom- 
hing theſe Deſires: I commend you to God, 
d to the Word of his Grace, which is able to 


l you up, and to give you an Inheritance, &c. 
ey are the greateſt and the beſt Things, 
he Which I. am ſollicitous for upon your account; 
I am earneſtly. deſirous you may not fail of 


em. Therefore I commend you to God, and 
the Word of his Grace, to ſecure theſe Bleſ- 
to you. 


I. We are to obſerve the Apoſtle's affectio- 
ate Deſires for thoſe, among whom he had 
reach'd the Kingdom of God. They are ſuch 
leſings as would make them more excellent 
han their Neighbours in this World, and eter- 
ally happy in the other. They conſiſt of two 
manches. Firſt, 


Eph. iv. 12. 


Chriſt in general; both by the Acceſſion « 
Numbers to the Chriſtian Body, and by t 
| Increaſe of every good Word and Work i 


of Chriſt, or to particular Bodies of his Diſc 


| Chriſtian, much leſs of a Chriſtian Miniſte 
Edification of the Church in this reſpect. 
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Firſt, That they might be built up or ediſel 
This Metaphorical Expreſſion, ſo often ugg j 
the New Teſtament, is either apply d there t f f 
Chriſtian Societies, or to ſingle Perſons. 
Tis ſometimes apply d to the whole Chur 


ples. And then it may comprehend in it bot. 
the Addition of ſerious People, by Converſiff 

to the Church of God, and the common In 
provement in Religion of the ſeveral Perſo 
who conſtitute Religious Societies. The Mi 
niſtry is deſign'd for the edifying of the Body i 


thoſe who already belong to it. Mher the fi 
Churches had Reſt from Perſecution, upon 
wonderful Converſion of this Apoſtle, the 
were edified ; and walking in the Fear of the Lou 
and the Comforts: of the Holy Ghoſt, were mu; 
tiplied. An unſpeakable Pleaſure: it will b. 
without doubt, to every good Miniſter, « 
faithful Diſciple of the Lord Jeſus, to ſee Chr 
ſtianity ſpreading, many flocking as Doves 
the Windows, worſhipping Aſſemblies, and Sc 
cieties filling, and new Converts entring then 
ſelves apace into ſuch Nurſeries for Heavet 
This is ſo much for the Honour of the R 
deemer, the Intereſt of immortal Souls, ti 
Credit of the Goſpel, and the Benefit of fu 
Societies; that he deſerves not the Name of 


who is indifferent and unconcern'd about t 
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zut the Metaphor moſt commonly denotes 
de farther Improvement of thoſe in Chriſtia- 
ty, Who are already entred into that School, 
ſhen the Edification of Societies is ſpoken 
this appears the ordinary Intention of the 
brafe ; efore in the Place juſt mention'd, 
te Edification of Chriſtian Churches is diſtin- 
wh'd from their being multiplyd. And when 


lad to particular Perſons, this is always 
In: Senſe. And I take it to be the Apoſtle's 
2 aning here. | 


Not that we can ſuppoſe him altogether free 
m Fear, that ſome of his Hearers had not 
t begun in earneſt to obey the Goſpel. He 
ew it to be a very poſſible Caſe, and not 
pprobable, that he might have beſtomed Labour 
vun upon ſome of them. This is plainly 
pos d in the Context, when he ſays, I am ver. 26. 
ur from the Blood of all Men; wherein he 

Lon wn intimates an Apprehenſion, that ſome 

maß euld have their Blood upon their own Heads, 


2 — 


— — 


1 blo 3 not be required at his hands. But 
„ obably the Body of this People made a very | 


edible Profeſſion ; and therefore he ſpeaks of 190 
em in a Strain of Hope, that the Foundation 
ks well laid, and that they needed only to be | 
Wt up and to finiſh well. Would to God, 
had reaſon to entertain as general Hopes of ß | 
our Hearers now-a-days, even of the things | 
th accompany Salvation! But indeed when 
tigion is become a National Profeſſion, and 
| Times of Eaſe and Liberty; this naturally 
aſions more promiſcuous Aſſemblies; and 
t haye leſs ground to take it for granted, that 
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8 A SERMON preach d at the 
a good Work is begun in all that attend oi 
Miniſtry, than they had in the Primitive Times 
And as they omitted not in their Circumſtan 
ces frequently to admoniſh even viſible Chi 
ſtians to ſee they were well grounded, as wel 
as about the Superſtructure; we are much mor 
oblig'd to do ſo. 2 Ih 

But upon ſuppoſition the Foundation . 
laid by their ſincere Turn to God in Chriſti 
the Apoſtle's next Deſire for them was, th; 
they might be hilt up. He was ſure at lea 
that they had not yet attained, nor were alreu 
perfect; but room was left for great Advance 
before they arriv'd at Heaven. He is there 
fore ſollicitous for their Edification. Now thi 
eminently conſiſts in four things. 
1. In the Increaſe of Chriſtian Knowleds 
To be built up, is to be farther acquainted wit 

Divine Truths and particular Duties, in the 
Extent and Compaſs of them; and to ha 
more clear and diſtin Apprehenſions of tho 
Things, to which we are not wholly Stan 
x Cor. xiv. gers. We ſhould not continue Children in V 
2% ies. 4erſtanding ; but be nouriſhed up in the Words! 
Faith and of good Doctrine. That we may 
| Phili.9,1o.bound in Rnomledg and in all Judgment, an ear 
prove Things 1 55 are excellent; or diſcern a 
diſtinguiſh the Things that differ, as the Wort 
Heb. v. 19. may be render'd : that we have our Senſes ext 
ciſed, to diſcern both Good and Evil. And uf 
on this Head of Edification, you'll do wellt 
remember, that it lies not ſo much in the | 
creaſe of airy Notions, and abſtruſe Specul 
tions; of which I may fay, as the A 
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dude Jewiſ Fables, that they miniſter Queſtions, Tim. L 4. 

Wther than godly Edifying : as in a growing Th 

anWnowledg of thoſe Truths, which immediately 

rect, or principally influence Chriſtian Prac- 

ice, Nor will it be ſo much your Edification 

0 be able to paſs a nice Judgment on the cir- 
ſtantial Matters of Religion (tho that is 

eful in its place) as about the great and ne- 

Peſary Points of Faith and Practice. There- 

bre this Apoſtle, after he had declar'd, that 

e King dom of God is not Meat and Drink ; Rom. xu. 
xt Chriſtianity depended not on the Truth 

f either ſide of the Queſtion, which was agi- 

ted between the Jewiſh and Gentile Con- 

ert, about the Lawfulneſs of eating the 

Meats prohibited by the Moſaical Law; they 

night be 2 Chriſtians on either hand; Bat 

& Kingdom of God is Righteouſneſs, and 

pure, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt: After he 

ad thus diſtinguiſh'd the Vitals of Chriſtia- 

ty from its external Parts, he adds an Ex- 

ortation ; Let us therefore follow after the Things Ver. 19. 

mich make for Peace, and Things wherewith one 

9 edify another, Let us bchave in the leſſer 

Matters with that Moderation and mutual For- 

Karance, Which will promote Peace and Love; 

nd mainly cultivate in our ſelves and others 

lat Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy, which 

Fill be moſt for our own and their Edification. 

2, In the Progrels of Faith. Building up your 

ves (ſays St. Jude) in your moſt Holy Faith. Jude 20. 

de may have very clear Apprehenſions of Di- 

ine Matters, and yet be Chriſtians of a low 

ze, thro the Feebleneſs of our Perſuaſion a- 

12 bout 


nb. . 22. or full Aſſurance of Faith, Our Faith collect 


: 

1 
TH 

ny 
l 

- 

4 
* 
4 


I Cor, vii. only puff up, and Not edify : And the Faith 
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bout them. But we are edify'd, as our Aſſent 
to them grows in Firmneſs and Stability, as j 
gains the Aſcendant over the Remains of Doh 
and Infidelity; for theſe weaken the Practic 
Force and Efficacy of the moſt excellent Prin 


ciples: As our Belief of Reveal'd Truths ay 


proaches nearer to that Reſt of Mind, whic 
Knowledg gives in other Caſes ; to a Plerophoy 


® Strength, as it riſes to the Apoſtle's Deſcriptio 
Chap. ai. 1- that it is the Subſtance of things hoped for, ani 
the Evidence of things not ſeen. When it make 
the Truths of our Bible to appear ſubſtantia 
and certain upon the Teſtimony of God, the 
they are at a diſtance from us, and without the 
Evidence of Senſe and Reaſon for them: and 
all its Precepts to be efteem'd good and rea 
ſonable, becauſe they are the Reſult of Divine 
Wiſdom and Authority. If we are careful it 
examining and digeſting the Grounds of ou 
Faith, and more able by that means to give out 
1Perii.z; ſelyes and others 4 Reaſon of the Hope that i 

in us; this is Faith advancing. 
Fa In the Improvement of Univerſal Holt 

ne 


S in Heart and Life. All the Progreſs wal 


make in Knowledg and Faith is in order to this 
tho our Knowledg were cnlarg'd to the Mea 
fare of an Angel's, without this Effect it woulc 


I» which has not its Fruit unto Holineſs, is nc 
better than the Faith of Devils. But true Edi 
fication lies in the Progreſs of the Divine Life 
anſwerable to what we know and believe. | 
the ſeveral Principles of Faith have a more 

—_ commanding 
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ommanding Power upon our Tempers and 
Converſations; our Faith working by Love, pu- Gal. v. 6. 
hing our Hearts, overcoming the World, and At-xv.9. | 


11 


It 4 | 
cog 1 Joh. v. 4. 

oliſbing the Devil: When our diſorderly ] Per. v. 4. 

1 ſons and Aﬀections are reduc'd to the Go- 


rernment of Reaſon, and our ſinful Inclinations 
Portify d: When our Souls are inflam'd with 
Loye to God and Man; and in conſequence of 
j, our Lives are more regular and ulcful, filled | 
ith all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which may by 
briſt Jeſus be to the Praiſe and Glory of God the 
ither: In a word, when our Path i like the Prov iv. 18. 
bining Light, ſhining more and more unto the 


* 
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th fe Day; bearing a Reſemblance of it, tend- þ 
ths towards it, and preparing for it: Then we 1 
ande building up indeed towards the heavenly i 
caWMicgions. So the Apoſtle uſes the Word; Let Ephiiv. 29. | 


| corrupt Communication proceed out of your 
Mouth, but that which is good to the uſe of edify- 
y that it may miniſter Grace to the Heaters. 
That edifies which tends to make Mens Hearts 
nd Lives better. Ct 
4. In the Growth of regular Comfort and 
ward Peace hereupon. To have Comfort 
wehe high, without a proportionable Increaſe of 
nowledg, and Faith, and Holineſs, is to build 
nthout a Foundation: But to have no Advance 
i the Peace of our Souls, when we are indeed 
toceeding in Heaven's Way, is to leave the 
no alding unfiniſh'd, or rather to ſpoil the Sym- 
try and Proportion of it. Comfort and Joy, 
her than they have the Supports of real Re- 
on, are mere airy Fancies; and inſtead of 
nord ing a Part of Chriſtian Edification, are only 
| B 2 - 


— 


3 


Superſtructure upon Growth in Grace, and in 


A SERMON preach d at the 
a hindrance to it. But they make a comely 


the Knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt. God would 
have his Servants, thro Patience and Comfort of 
the Scriptures, to have Hope. Such Proviſion | 
made for their Chearfulneſs and Serenity of 
Mind, that they muſt be highly wanting tc 
their Duty and Intereſt if they live without it: 
anddeprive Religion thereby of a ſingular Orna 
mentandRecommendation. Miniſters are there 
fore earneſtly deſirous that their People may have 
ſtrong Conſolation, and prone more of the preſent 
Pleaſure of Religion along with the Power of it 
Now we are built up in Comfort, when upon out 
Advances in Holineſs, we riſe proportionably it 
our Hope of the Goodnels of our State, and 
our Intereſt in the Bleſſings of the Covenant 
When hereupon we taſte more Pleaſure in thi 
Preſence of God, the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience, and the gracious Diſcoveries of thy 
Goſpel, than in any of the Delights of Senſe 
When our Skill increaſes for the proper Ap 
plication of God's Word to ſolve our Doubts 
to ſcatter our Fears, and to ſupport us in par 
ticular Emergencies: When we are readic 
than formerly at recollecting thoſe Chriſtia 
Conſolations, which are moſt appoſite to p 
ticular afflictive Caſes: When our Souls are bet 
ter guarded againſt ſudden Ruffles and Diſco 
8 by frequent Meditation on the gre 
Things of Religion, and having the Peace « 
God, which paſſes all Underſtanding, to keep di 
Hearts and Minas in Chriſt Jeſus. This is! 


deed a Heaven begun in the Soul, _ Wi 
om 
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els, and Paths of Peace; and a Preſage of that 
nal Recompence, which makes the other Part 
che Apoſtle's Deſire for his good Friends. 
| Secondly, That they might receive an Inheri- 
unce among all them that are ſanitified. His 
Wihes for them terminated in nothing ſhort 
f abſolute Bleſſedneſs. Their building up in- 
duded his Deſires for them thro Time; and 
this for Eternity. ITE ny] 
That they might have az Inheritance. This 
a common Deſcription of Heaven in Scri 
me, and Chriſtians are now ſtil'd the Heirs of 
t. Tis one of the Privileges confer'd on ꝰ em as 


They become poſſeſsd of it in the way of an In- 
teritance : And there is the beſt Security for a 
continu?d Poſſeſſion. Tis not only a Place of 
Reſidence for a time, but a durable Manſion, 
which they ſhall never be depriv'd of by Force 
or Fraud: An Inheritance with all the recom- 
nending Characters that can attend one, 7zcor- 


ſerved in Heaven for us. 


pure in Heart ſhall ſee God in his Holy Habi- 
ation ; nothing that defiles can enter thither : 
There is an invincible Bar in the way of all 
others. If it were poſſible an unholy Soul 
could be admitted, it would be a Priſon, and 
not a valuable Inheritance to him: nor could it 
be a State of perfect Happineſs to the Sancti- 


13 
bm's Ways are felt to be Ways of Pleaſant- 


fied 


the Children of God: Being Children, they are Rom. vi. 
Heirs, "Heirs of God, and Joint- Heirs with Chriſt, 17. 


ptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 1 bet. i. 4. 


But tis an Inheritance of Saints, entail'd only col. i. 12. il 
won them that are fſanctify'd. None but the I 
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144 A SKERMON peach d at th 
fied themſelves, if their righteous Souls mu 
be vex'd there, as they are here, with the ufd 
godly Deeds of Sinners 4'T 

He wiſhes his Friends an Inheritance amor 
all them that are ſanctified: He knew the Num 
ber of Sharers would not leſſen the Value of it 

There is Proviſion large enough in that Bleſſe 
World fully to ſatisfy the Wants and Wilhe 
of every Inhabitant, tho there were many mor 
than will actually partake of it, This Thought 
indeed, of the yaſt Number of Saints which 
will be ſatisfy'd along with us by the Fulnef 
of God's Houſe, is ſo far from being an Ala es 
to the Proſpect, that it greatly inhances thi 
Pleaſure. How deſirable a thing is it, in a dy 
ing World, in a State where dear Friends ate 
often oblig'd to a Separation from one ano 
ther, and where ſo few of the Servants of Goc 
bave ever an Opportunity for Acquaintance 
to foreſee one common Receptacle of Saints 
before us, one General Aſſembly of the Church 
of the Firſt-born, where all good Men fhal 
meet, and converſe together, and never part! 
where every one ſhall be happy himſelf, and a 
mall rejoice in the Happineſs of one another! 

_  - Such were the Deſires of the Apoſtle for his 
Beloved Hearers; when he was leaving them, 
he was ſollicitous to meet them again in the 


Bleſſed Society above. Now let us ſee, 


II. The Courſe which he takes, upon his 
dyn Remove from them, in order to the Ac- 
compliſhment of theſe deſirable Ends. He con- 
mends them to God, and to the Word of his Grate, 

& able to effect theſe things for them, By 
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uud Chriſt: The Eternal Word, full of Grace 


wire Grace for Grace. But in commendin 


7: and therefore I underſtand it of the Goſ- 
; which may be ſtiPd, with great Elegance, 
te Word of God's Grace, Tis an illuſtrious 


1rWWik of Divine Mercy and Goodneſs to a ſinful 
ht ſorld; there the Grace and Good-will of God 
q Man is publiſh'd and proclaim'd; and *tis 
nek 


ordinary Means of bringing Apoſtate Crea- 
res to an Intereſt in Divine Favour. Tis 


dy Mhd his Goſpel for theſe Purpoſes. And we 
ay obſerve three Things upon this Head. 
no . He conſider'd with Pleaſure, that God 


id his Goſpel were like to continue with them, 
ter he ſhould leave them. Miniſters are of- 


t God is {till the ſame throughout all Gene- 
tions ; his faithful Servants are always under 


art Ne Inſpection of that She herd, and they ma 

da ply #5 him in all dls Where and Difficul. 

1. Ws. Nor are his Influences confin'd to any 
birticular Servants he employs: But he will be Mat. wi. 
1 th all that are faithful 20 the end of the World. © 


Ind tho he changes hands for publiſhing his 


ler : And that is the Word, which by the Goſpel 
preached anto you. The Sacred Oracles them- 


Ac-Mlves ſtill remain in being, and lie open for 
unde Uſe of Miniſters and People in ſucceſſive 
Fes. The Benefit of the particular Inſtruc- 
By | tions 


By the Word of God's Grace ſome under- 


d Truth, and out of whoſe Fulnefs we re- 


gem to God he ſeems to have done this alrea- - 


ken as if he had ſaid, I commend you to God 


n call'd ro remove in this World or ont of it. 


jolpel; yet the Word of the Lord endureth for 1er i. 25. 


— < 
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Good than he himſelf was capable of. 


do the Word of his Grace: And the Origin: 
will admit either. I apprehend we are to tak 


Means of Spiritual Good to the Minds of Me 
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tions of a Miniſter may ſurvive himſelf or h 


own Continuance in a Place. Tis to be hope 


theſe are lodg'd in the Memories and HearWnen 
of ſome, and may be recollected for PraticWMfthe 
Service long after the Delivery of them. Gol 
alſo continues to imploy others upon the fam ¶ ns 
Errand. The Proſpect of this is no ſmall 8 
tisfaction to an upright Mind; that God is i 
to uſe others, it may be to do a great deal moi to 


2. He was perſuaded, that God and his Go 
pel were able to build them up, and to giver a 
them an Inheritance. Theſe would be a ſuſ 
ficient Proviſion to do them all the Good h 
Heart could wiſh them. Some apply the Pa 
ticle Which [which is able] to God, and othe 


in both: That God and his Goſpel are able . 
do this; not that it is applicable to both ofiffſiice 
them alike. No doubt God could ſecure the 
great Effects without the Uſe of his Word 
Whereas the Goſpel can have no Efficacy of Ne o 
ſelf without the Divine Concurrence. Bur ſinoeir 
God has appointed his Word as the ſtate 


there is no room to expect his extraordinarſten 
Influences for conducting Men in the Way t 
Heaven, ſeparate from fis Word. And find 
the Goſpel, where it comes, is uſually attende 
with Divine Efficacy and Virtue, where Peo 
ple honeſtly do their Part; therefore an Ab 
ity and Power for theſe Ends may fitly voi 

alcrib'd to it. So in another place tis 4 
4 
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gel are join d for ſuch x Performance, tis not 
ar nended to conſine the Power and Sovereignty 
fche great God. The Sufficiency of the Goſ- 


Ie pulling dum f Strong- holds; and the uſual 
ay by y which <A exerts his Pobfer, and'directs 


"3 iw expect che Operations of it for mf good 
urpoſe. 07 ION It 


je any Purpoſecas are fit and ſuitable. And 
that ſenſe the Goſpebmay be: pronoun d a⸗ 

e to do thels things; 1. 6. ae. flirten to anſwer, 
End, to be a proper Means, in the halfd of 


the ie God,” for: managing realonible Creatures: 
gi thas all che Ability which can be aſſignꝰd to 
ta 


eans, but ſti ll ſuppoſes a. principal Agent to 


let ake uſe of them. It is every way fit ro cons 


h Mice and. engage Sinners to return to God. It 


'ordMiprovemenr- they need, directs them to all 
r other ſubofdinatè Means which muy aſſiſt 
ſinqbeir Progr 
tarot forcible Matives, and has been remarka- 
ly ſucceſsful with many. who. conſcientiouſſy 
inarſnended om it to raiſe them to 4 Kr Heights 
ay the Chriſtiau Life. So it is able to give us 
u Inheritance: It ſets Heaven in our View; 
ende che! maſtwdrthy Object of our Purſuit, de: 
bes the Way: "which leads to it, and aſſures 
Ab of certain Pbſſeſſion at the end of our Way 

bcowreysto:good Men che Holy Spirit, a8 45 


clark ne H rh Inherit aner; * ves Helm the 
40 0 A 8 0 Poſſeſſion 


de to . — When Got and the Goft Jam. i. 21. 


el is only: this, that it is hr Power of God to Rom. i. 16. 
Mens Salvation: That it & mighty thro God to, 2Cor.x. 4. 


— — 


Beſides, God ordinaril chunt nuch Means 


keys good Men in this imperfect State What 


ets, excites their Diligence by the 
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A SERMON preach at the 
Poſſeſſion of ſome Foretaſtes; it inculcates ur 
on them the Neceſſity of Perſeverance; ant 
when faithfully improv'd, aſſiſts them in it 
that when a Promiſe is made them of entring int 
Reſt, they may not come ſhort of it. In the Seni 
of all this, WI FT NAW 
3. He commended his Friends to God, and 
to the Word of his Grace, to accompliſh thel 
good Deſigns for them: which may be under 

ood either by way of Advice to them, or « 
Prayer for them. FD (65.7 
1ſt, As a ferious Advice to them: As hi 


parting Exhortation, directing them to t bl 
moſt proper Means for their Spiritual and Eten u 
nal Welfare; I commend you to God and fi br 
Word :- q. d. Let me recommend it to you ai": 
the wiſeſt Courſe you can ſteer for your Con 
duct by the way, and for your finiſhing well be 
to have frequent Recourſe to God as you ken 
Guide, and his Word as your Rule. Secur el 
but God for your Friend, keep upon goon 
Terms with him, and ſue: for his Grace in a f 
your future Courſe 3 find that ſufficien i 
for you: And carefully attend to his Worq Fe. 
which: ts, profitable for Doctrine, for - Reproof, f be 
Conrection, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ;, a o 
to male the Man of God perfett, thorowly fun Al 
niſbod into every go Wort. And certainly be 
more comprehenſive Summary. of proper A "0! 
vice to People, for ſecuring their final Int lis 
reſts, can hardly be thought of, łhan to dircg 
then to God and his Word in conjundtiony , 
Thoſe who would have the Benefit of ſuch ful br 


eint 
„„ 


ficient Conduct; have a great deal belong 
Dato 1 f 7 t 
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up themſelves in order to it. We are to recom- 
and nend to you the All- ſufficiency of God, and 


it de compleat Fitneſs of his Word to ſhew you 
in de Way of Salvation: But we muſt at the Au 
tine preſs you to your Duty, to pray to God, 


an gether with him: We muſt exhort you to hear, 


hei nd read, and conſider the Word of God, and 
den compare your ſelves with it, as ever you hope 
r or Succels. So we may underſtand this as an 
Addreſs to them: Or, Iz | 
bi 24, As a Prayer for them. The Apoſtle 
thWFolemoly commits them to God, with Deſire 
ten ud Hope that he would perform theſe things 
or them by his Word. The Expreſſion he uſes 
ua S eHe properly ſignifies lodging them 


ons a Truſt in the hands of another *. Since 


rel be was to leave them himſelf, he would ſo- 
oui 'cmnly commend them into the beſt hands. He 
cur &lires God to take them into his own Care 


ad Charge, who was able to keep them from 


ſure of his Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith with 
ord Pover. In this, as far as it was in his power, 
te lodges them in the ſame hands as he did his 
own Soul. He could not indeed have the ſame 
Aſſurance of Succeſs in the Caſe of another, as 
be might have in his own; becauſe he could 
not be certain that God would keep them by 
tis Power thro Faith unto Salvation, unleſs he 


8 — 


* See Luke xii. 48. 2 Tim. ii. 2. And rte Nun is u5'd 
for the Matter lodg d in Truſt, or the Thing committed to another's 
Cart. 1 Tim. Vis 20. 2 Tim. i. 12. | 


C2 were 
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o improve his Influences, to be Workers to- 


faling, and to fulfil in them the whole Good-plea- 
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20 A SERMON. peach n at the 
were certain that they had commended thei 
own Souls into his hands. He had a full Af 
ſurance in his n Caſe from the. Conſciouſneſ 

of his Sincerity in Self- Dedication. I knen 
2Timii.12, (Jays, he) hm ha⁰ẽꝭõelie ved; and 1 am per 
ſuaded that he ts ahle to keep that which I have 
committed unto him 4gainft that ay; But thi 

he could not, have an equal Certainty that God 

would preſerve them ro; his beayenly Kingdom 

as that he would keep him, fince.their own 

Act, as well as his, was noceſſary; yet he had 

ground for à charitable Hope that they were 

true Belieyers; and however that might prove 

he expreſſes his Deſire of che ſame thing for 

tham as he ventut dchis own Soul upon, Divine 

Prgſer vation. And aince he knew the Goſpel 

was the ordinary Medium gf Divine Grace, he 
commits them to that allo ; wherein he muſk 

be underſtood to deſire of God the Continuance 

of that ineſtimable Treaſure among them, and 

his efficacious Preſence and Influence to ac: 

tate his great Maſter, when. he was about tc 

leaye his Diſciples: then we, find him folemaly 

John xvii commending them to his Father; Holy Father 
Ihe keep thro thine own. Name thoſe whom thou hi 
given me. But ſince God is us'd to ſecure and 

i Famer: the Spiritual Jntereſts of his Servants 

Ver. 17. by means of his Word, he adds, Sanctiß) them 
by thy Truth ; thy Word is Truth, 


. AND now having ſet in your View the 
Temper of this Excellent Apoſtle towards bis 
old Friends, whom he was about to leave; 


would 


Id ro 


o bujl 


Yours 
Woul, 
and) 
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yould cloſe this Exerciſe in Imitation of, fo 
eat. a Pattern, with commending you allo, 
py valuable Friends and Acquaintance, to God, 
ad to che Word of his Grace, Which is able 
o hujld AD giye vou. an Inheritance 
mong all them that are ſanctify d. Allow me 
ſt, to do it by an Addreſs, to, you to this pur- 
e; and then I hall endeavour to apply to 


Theſe two Ways are the heſt within my 
oer of expreſſing the Gratimde Lowe, and 
would, ever be ready to pay to the Gentlemen 
F this Worthy, Society, who either did me the 
Honour ſeveral Mears ago to call me to the 


u this City, and eſpecially, with them, was of 
4 narrow, Extent; or who have generouſly en- 
wurag d my weak, but (I hope) honeſt Endea- 
e, 4 mn fond fa 
and 1 heartily wiſh the Welfare of you all in the 
ae Concerns of the preſent Life; the Health of 
jour Bodies, the Succeſs of your Affairs, and 
it tate Comfort of your Families. But I would 
le higher (as my Office calls me, and my Af- 
tion to you prompts me) to deſire that your 
souls 3 and be in health: and ſhould 


; andietremely rejoice, if I could rake my leave of 


rant lou in a manner that ſhould any way promote 
tis Bleſſed Deſign. Vet I know all my Wiſhes 
nd Deſires will not reach this End, unleſs you 
an be perſuaded to join your own Endea- 
fours, I will not take it for granted (tho J 


| petent 


God for YOMa: 7 wn 0377 mort WE 10 tc: & - 


tervice. of this I.ecture;; when my Acquaintance 


yould pleaſe my {elf with the beſt Hopes; God 
ind your own Conſciences are the moſt com. 


It 


. 
— — 8 — 8 — _— is 
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Is 


ſeldom or never think of it: They deſire it no 


than be erernally miſerable, they could be con 
tent to go to Heaven. This is not like th 
Temper of the antient Patriarchs, who deſire 
Heb.xi.16. 4 better Country, that is, an heavenly : Nor Wil 
find the fame Acceptance; in their Cafe, Gi V 


— 


ASE RMO preachd at the | 
petent Judges, how far they can be juſtify"q)ſfpren 
that you need no more than Edification in ore. 


der to the heavenly Inheritance: But beg lea Meſire 


to begin at the Foundation, and proceed on t hy 11 
the Superſtructure, in a few Particulars of AdMſcrrai! 
vice for your Conduct in the way to Heaven. Mevel 
1. Let it be your great and governing Ain lings 
to ſecure a Share in the Inheritance above. ThiWnherit 
firſt Point of Wiſdom is to fix your End rig lit 


and in earneſt to deſign for Heaven, and chu ati 


it for your final Hapineſs. This is not ſo com all b 
monly done, even among thoſe who wear tho 
Name of Chriſtians, as you may ſuppoſe. The e ou 
are not aiming at the future Blelfedneß, Wh 


for their Portion, who prefer earthly Thing 
to it; or regard it only as a laſt Reſort, hecau 
they muſt neceſſarily leave this World, andh 
fix d either in a Heaven or a Hell: They ha 
rather live here always in a State of Separatiot 
from God, and go on ſinning and feeding ot 
Husks, if God would let them, than be ad 
mitted to the Work of Heaven; but rathe 


Was not aſhamed to be called their God, and 
City was #6; en for them. But God would! 
aſham'd to be call'd the God of ſuch as chief 
favour earthly Things; he'll never confer th 
Crown of Glory on them who only deſire 


as a leſs Miſery ; and inſtead of making it the 65 


ſuprem J 1 
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5 preme Aim, are willing to let it go at a ven- 


prevailin 
fires after it in all who would obtain it. And 
jy ſhould there not be ſuch in all our Souls? 
ertainly nothing can pretend to ſtand upon a 
Level with it in Merit. This World; and all 


n, 

Aindings-in it, are periſhing. What we call an 
Thi okeritance here, we muſt ſoon be diſpoſſeſs'd of: 
ght na little, little while we muſt leave all behind 
dude and if we have made no farther Proviſion, 


all be as deſtitute as the meaneſt Creature. 


om 
th cho we poſſeſs d the whole World. We ſhould 
bee our Souls, and find nothing to profit us in 


he Day of Death, or the Day of Wrath. But 


t no bere is an Inheritance in Reyerſion, which 
ing uly deſerves the Name, wherein we may in- 
caul eri all things that we can wiſh for. This is 
de offer'd to your. Choice, and may be ſe- 


. 


rd, if you will, for the time to come; Let 
atio then heartily chuſe that now for the Prize 
de will principally aim at, which we ſhall. in- 
Mibly chuſe, when we are quitting this World, 
nd ſtanding on the Brink of Eternity. 
cou 2. See that you be upon a good Foundation 
or Eternity: ſuch a Foundation upon which 
ſou may hope to be built up unto Everlaſting | 
fe. Tis not enough that you are engag'd in 


60 Deſign for Heaven, unleſs you ſet our right 

ind I the; Way to it; If the Foundation be not 

14 rm and ſtrong, all the Building you raiſe upon 

nic: either of ſeeming Goodneſs or of Hope, will 

r toner or later tumble down: it will be Ie the 

ire N bouſe built upon the Sand ; when the Rain der Mat vil. 26, 


ends, and the Floods come, and the Winds blow, 27. 
12 ; it 


* 


.ASERmoON preuchud at the 
i. ful: n Erda wilt bb\inhe Fall of it, le 
our ys aro foam be 
mu, Rock; Let innings be iu 
re — Ar 1. . 1 10 rd | 
gee chat a 2251 — hag paſt upc 
tha v ydul are HW. tured, have 4 nem 1. 
2 4 9 p11 — — — from the Byaſ 
and [combs deptay'd- Nature. As long 
as the carnal / Minu has theiAfcendant. and Do 
minion in $0603-you arei A State of Death 
and under the Sentence of ir And all the good 
Appearances you. wear aro but the Shadow e 
Religion in God's'Account ; ame Principle i 
wanting to them Acceptance 
lt concerns ye to haye-youtrPeace and Re 
conciliation wich God ſettled By a hearty Ac 
ceptance of the Lord Jeſus Chtiſt, as hè is pro 
pos d in the (Goſpel, © We cannot approach t 
God as innoeegt Creatures; .and therefore thi 
Foufdatibm bf our intereſb ilo hlin muſt be lai 
ini a Parden New the Way: Which Divine 
Witdoin has ſettled for our oorfliung⸗ at à Pardon 
is by ow N N Mediator, whi 
has procur; d one; We muſt be in him, andre 
lkred to him, according to the Tenor of the 
Goſpel;- before we can be qiſcharꝑ d from Guilt! 
i, There js . Cn ti gend niſho ark in Chiif 
_ Yo. Separate from him we lare {till con 
der dias! Heirs:of Death, and therefore utter 
deſtitute of all Right ton the Inheritance, f 
lies upon you 'then, as ever you would be ad: 
mitted intꝰ u State of Friend 
rexeive Chriſtin his whole Character; to be 
** cent reachable Diſciples of this great Pro 


plc 


Eyening- Lecture in Salters-Hall. 

phet in all things which he ſays unto you, and | 
the willing Subjects of this anointed King and |} 
Lord, and to depend entirely upon his Propitia- | 
tion and Intereſt with God to recommend you to 
his Favour. 

And hereupon you muſt commend your ſelves 
to God thro Chriſt by a perſonal Surrender. This 
js the great Claim of the Goſpel. Preſent your Bo- Romaii 
dies (your ſelves) 4 living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable 

unto God, which is your reaſonable Service: Or, as 

in the fame Epiſtle, Tield your ſelves to the Lord. Ch. vi. 
As ſoon as you do this heartily, God gives Him- 

{lf to you, and along with Himſelf a Security for 

all the Benefits you need from anAll-lufhicient God. 

You have moſt of you, I ſuppoſe, been dedicated 

to God by your pious Parents; they knew no 
better way of expreſſing their tender Affection to 

you, than by commending you to God in the 

moſt ſolemn manner they could; and I hope they 

have often renew'd this Dedication by fervent 
Prayers to God for you. Your Miniſters have of- 

ten done the like by their Prayers; I would, in the 

moſt affectionate manner I can, do ſo now at part- 

ing. But after all this you'll be eternally depriv'd 

of the Divine Favour, if you commend not your 
ſelves to God. Be perſuaded therefore deliberate- 

ly, ſeriouſly, without reſerve, with full purpoſe of 
Heart of cleaving to the Lord, to join your ſelves 
to him in a Covenant never to be forgotten. | 
Delay not, I beſeech you, this ſolemn Introduc- | 
tion to the Chriſtian Lite. Suppoſe Death ſhould | 
overtake you before it is done, need I tell you 1 
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that inſtead of a Share in the promiſed Inheritance, 
you can have nothing to look for but enen 
D an 


A SERMON preachd at the 
and fiery Indignation? Need I tell you, that the 
deciding Day is at hand? That all poſſibility o 
ſecuring this Prize will ſoon be over ? Adm 
Goſpel, which had fo kind an Aſpect upon your 
Welfare, and which has ſo long, ſo frequently, ſo 
carneſtly been tendred to you; if it be recciv'd in 
vain, inſtead of giving you an Inheritance, pro- 
nounces your Doom, and will be a Savour of Death 
anto Death to you. Better were it for you to haye 
your Lot caſt in the darkeſt Regions, and remoteſt 
Corners of the Earth, than under the Notices and 
Offers of a Saviour, if, notwithſtanding all the 
Methods of Grace, you ſhould continue imperi- 
tent. Oh that none, to whom I have ſpoken the 
Word of the Lord, may miſcarry at laſt! That 
would be unprofitable to you and ro me. Hoy 
muſt we meet at another Day, if the Word of Life 
leaves you dead to Sin? if the great Salvation {et 
in your view is neglected? if inſtead of yielding 
your ſelves to God, you go on to ſay to him, De- 
part from us, for we defire not the Knowledg of 
thy Ways? In ſuch a Cale I tremble to think of 
the Event. Your Miniſters muſt be oblig'd to ap- 
pear as Witneſſes againſt you: And the Word 
which you have heard, the ſame ſhall judg you, 
Bur if you are brought to know the Grace of 
God in Truth, and to obey the Goſpel, we {hall 
rejoice together in the Day of Chriſt, that we 
have not run in vain, nor labour'd in vain. 

3. If the Foundation is well laid, aim at the 
higheſt Advances in the way to Glory. Reſt not 
in the Hopes of a good Work begun, as if that 
were ſufficient ; but ever remember you have 4 
large Field of Action ſtill before you: A Progr 
I 8 neceſſary 
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neceſſary to be made, Oppoſitions and Enemies to 
he overcome in your way; and ſuch Proneneſs in 
your own Hearts to be remiſs, and to decline, as | 
my juſtly excite all your Care and Diligence. | 
You have much Work upon your hands, if you I 
yould but maintain your firſt Love. Without 
Vatchfulneſs and Cultivation your Hearts will be- | 
come like the Freld of the Slothful, and the Vineyard 
of the Man void of Underſtanding, all grown over 
wth Thorns : Old corrupt Habits and Cuſtoms will 
renew their Strength, you'll lie open to preſump- 
nous Sins, and the Good that is in you be ready 
o die. But this is not all your Buſineſs, to pre- 
rent a declining State: God expects every one 
planted in his Vineyard to thrive and proſper, to 
gow up towards Maturity, and produce Fruit in 
Seaſon anſwerable to the Care and Culture God 
dſtows upon him, and the Time of his Conti- 
mance in the Vineyard. Therefore, my Brethren, 


thoſe which are before, preſs toward the Mark, for 


ind to Vertue, Kpnowleds ; and to Kyowledg, Tem. %1* 
ferance; and to Temperance, Patience; and to Pa- 
ence, Crodlineſs; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly-kind- 
eſs; and to Brotherly-kindneſs, Charity. Stint not 
your Wiſhes and Endeavours by any paſt Attain- 
ments, but {till keep the Prize of Glory in your 
Lye, think what that deſerves: Think what 
Chriſt deſign'd you to be, when he gave you a Di- 
mine Nature in its Principle; and ee follom 
. after, 


im at the higher Degrees of Chriſtianity ; Count phil. ii. 1 
wt. hour ſelves to have apprehended; but forgetting ia. 
thoſe things which are behind, and reaching forth unto Ji 


the Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
Giving all Diligence, add to your Faith, Vertue; 2 Pet. i. «| 


b 8 A SERMON preachd at the ] 
IL i. 12. after, that you may apprehend that for which alſo 10 efull: 
| are apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus. Such a laudable Whour Bi 
Ambition will be one of the cleareſt Evidences ed the 
that you are born of God: The Spiritual Life, as Nord « 
well as the Natural, carries in it a Tendency to read 
Growth. Let not the Remiſſneſs of others ſlacken erſion, 
hang Pace; nor let it content you to come up to ie. 
ome low Examples: but propoſe to your Imita- Ne La 
tion the brighteſt Patterns. Be not ſlothful, but n Pr 
Followers of them who thro Faith and Patience inherit ¶ Pemſel 
| the Promiſes. What Ornaments will this make Y whi 
| you to your Profeſſion! What Bleſſings to the ein a 
World! What a Revenue of Glory will your God ant 
and your Redeemer receive from you | If Chri- e Ke) 
Pet. i. 8. tian Graces and Virtues be in you, and abound, they you 
make you that ye ſhall neither be barren nor unfruit-Wod fo 
ful in the Ruomledg of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Canter, 
you be Chriſtians, and not aſpire at the Honour He N 
of your Maſter? In this Courſe you'll have the r the 
moſt ſettled Peace of Conſcience, and the largeſt e per 
Share of the Comforts of God's Preſence : AndWnat pi 

Ifer. 11. when you have finiſſid it, a» Entrance will be mi- Neth, 
niſtred to you abundantl into the everlaſting Mi- felt 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. tits ð 
4. As ever you would thus proceed with Com- II :4 
fort and Succeſs in your Way to Heaven, attendterely 
with Care and Perſeverance upon all Divine Inſti « loz 
tutions, as the Means which the Wildom of Godin 
has appointed for your Improvement. They that Hu pr 
think themſelves above theſe, are in truth com- er, t 
monly of the loweſt ſize in real Chriſtianity, by 
whatever they are in other reſpects. The Word 
of God is particularly mention*d by the Apoſtle you 
= here. I would earneſtly eee it to you alm. 


carefully 
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the rather think it neceſſary to preis this upot 


cuſes them from obſerving this Inſtitution of Chi 
more than others: for what reaſon, tis hard te 
ſay. They cannot fatisfy themſelves to omit read 


A SERMON preach d at the 


of God directs you to the Uſe of other Meang 
beſides it ſelf: And if you live in the Neglect of 
them, you have no reaſon to eſteem it a ſtrange 


thing, if God ſhould deny his Bleſſing to his Word 


Private Meditation, frequent Examination of you 


ſelves in your Retirements, are Duties enjoir di 


the Holy Scriptures on Chriſtians : And publick 


Ordinances are not like to obtain their End with 
out theſe. TEES 

But there is one particular Duty more, which 
would eſpecially recommend to you, to rene\ 
your Covenant with God at the Lord's Table. 


you, who are generally a Society of younger Per 
ſons; becauſe many, who in other reſpects appea 
hopeful and ſerious, ſeem to think their Youth ex 


ing the Scriptures, or Prayer, or the ordinar 
Work of Chriſtian Aſſemblies; and yet live on 
Year after another in the conſtant Omiſſion of thi 


Lord's —_ Surely, my Friends, this ough 
e. 


not ſo to There is not a more expreſs Orde 
of Chriſt for the Obſervance of any Duty by 


his Diſciples, than there is for this. Drizk ye al 
i, ſays every Evangeliſt. If you are ſincere Chri 


rians, you are not only allow'd, but oblig'd t 
come. Is it too early to renew the Dedicatiol 
made of you in your Baptiſm, to make it your ov 
Act, when you are come to a Capacity of unde 
ſtanding and conſenting to it? And if you hay 
done this privately between God and your o 
Souls, why not allo publickly, and in the face 0 
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Evening · Lecture in Salters-Hall. 


he World, by that viſible Rite which Chriſt has 
nſtitrured for that purpoſe? I'll only add, that 


nge an Appointment particularly intended and fit- 

ord for the Aſſiſtance and Improvement of Chriſ- 

; by tans; and therefore if you live in the Neglect of 
[ 


you muſt be evidently wanting to your ſelves 
© the Means of. your Edification. hr eh 

. Offer up frequent and fervent Prayers to Go 
ir the Succeſs of all rhe Means you ule. This is 


ich eed one of the Means preſcrib'd us. But I men- 
eco it by it ſelf, as ſubſervient to the Uſefulneſs 
. fall the reſt. You cannot be too deeply impreſꝰ d 
upoggich a Senſe of your Dependance upon God, and 


four Need of his Grace for every good Work, 
[he greateſt Advantages are like to be loſt upon 
d it we are negligent in Prayer for the Holy Spi- 
t to make all effectual. Accuſtom your ſelves 
herefore before and after your Attendance on any 
ther Sacred Inſtitutions, to pour out earneſt Sup- 
Iications to God, that they may not prove as Wa- 
r{pilt upon the ground, which cannot be gather'd 
Dagain. Pray for God's Aſſiſtance to thoſe who 
Iiniſter to you in Holy Things, as ever you would 
nd them Inſtruments of Good to your Souls. 

6, Apply your ſelves hereupon to the conſcien- 
ous Practice of your Duty, in the whole Com- 
ls of it. As faſt as Light breaks in to ſhew you 
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_ T7; part of the Will of God, let it be in fact a 
carlo Wipht to your Feet, and a Lamp to your Paths: Be 
IT 75 Doers of the Mord, and not Hearers only. Let 
unde 


. dur Life be ſquar*d by Rule, and truly a Courſe 
u hay 


ir OW 
face 0 


thi 


Id let the Duty of every day be pertorm'd in that 


till 


Obedience. Still conſider your preſent Duty, 


Y. And by a patient Continuance in well-aoing, 
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till your time of Service is over, ſeek for Gl 
and Honour, and Immortality, and you ſhall recejyd 
Eternal Life. | | 
In the Practice of theſe few Advices, whicl 
I have endeavour'd to expreſs with the greatel 
Plainneſs of Speech, you'll make Religion yo 
Buſineſs now, and find your comfortable Accouriffi 
at laſt. In therefore of your Regard to thf 
Word of Exhortation, I heartily commend yout 
Cod, and to the Word of his Grace; and config 
you over to the united Miniſtration of my worth 
Collegue and Succeſſor, for the Furtherance of you 
Faith, and Holinels, and Joy; ' heartily within 
both for their ſakes and yours the Divine Preſene 
and Bleſſing in this Aſſembly ; the Peace, Unid 
-and Enlargement of this Religious Society : a 
that of this Place it may be ſaid, as of Sion; 1 
aud that Man was born there. In the mean wbil 
-I hope, from your former Affection, that yo 
Prayers ſnhall accompany me into my preſent St 
tion; which I earneſtly intreat as the trueſt Mat 
of your Friendſhip. So the Name of Chriſt may! 
magnify'd in our ſeveral Aſſemblies, the Intereſt 

Souls promoted, and Preparation made for col 
fortable Dying, and for a joyful Reception in 
Heaven 40 1 
Nom the God of Peace, that brought again jr 
the Dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of 
Sheep; through the Blood of the everlaſting C 
nani, make you perfect in every good Work to di 
Mil working in you that mhich is well-pleaſing in 
gli, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Gor) 


ever and ever. An 
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